What Would Service to our Country Mean to Me'

Service to our country is important in so many ways, not just on a national level, but also in the
everyday ways we help and support our neighbors and communities. To me, service is about making a
difference in other people's lives with small acts of kindness; perhaps my future it would be committing

to a bigger cause.

On a smaller scale, service can mean giving our time and skills to those who need it most.
Volunteering at a homeless shelter, helping out at a food bank, and tutoring kids are all ways | have
made a direct impact on people around me. Even though these actions seem small, they bring people
together and make the community stronger. Spending just a few hours at a food pantry might not seem
like much, but it could help feed a family in need; helping a student find success on a particular learning
challenge might be the small thingthat encourages a love of learning; cleaning up at a homeless shelter
and sharing a smile and a meal might spur a conversation and show compassion. All of these small acts

of service can lead to real change.

In the future, service might also mean making bigger commitments, like joining the military or
running for local, regional, or national office. Choosing to serve in the military, for example, is a huge
sacrifice, where you put the safety and well-being of the country before your own interests. Similarly,
taking on a leadership role in my community-like being part of a local school board or city council; a
regional or national role like state representative or national senator, would be a large commitment to

help shape the future and improve the lives of those around me.

At the end of the day, service to our country is about recognizing that we all have a responsibility
to take care of one another. For now, it made up of simple daily acts; perhaps in the future larger, long-
term commitments. | believe every form of service matters. It's how we make our country stronger,

more compassionate, and united.



